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Thanks giv in g 
Las t Au gust we held an iti neran t missi on 

arou.nd Europe and during that ti me we saw many 
wonderf.il things. 

Our mission team was nia de up of 10 people 
who came from four different c叩ntries (fi ve from 
Hong Kong, three fr om France, one from South 
America and one from the USA.) Five were minis
ters, one served in a para-church organization and 
出e other four were lay people. Seven of them were 
men. Six of them were man i ed. and had to leave 
their chi1dren at home to j oin the tour. Three were 
加sinessmen who handed their businesses over to 
the i r wives wh il e they were away, some even 
closed their shops for a month, so that they could 
join the team. We had to overcome many diffic卟
ti es to j oin this group. My co-worker and I were 
invited to j oin but the others travelled at their own 
expense. Just one male can truly say that the Holy 
Spirit did great work at that time. 

God used the Chinese Overseas Christian :Mis
sion (COCM) and the Hong Kong Christian Short 
Term Mission Tra ining Centre in cooperati on to 
arran ge the missi(_m. We spent one month travel
li ng i n Brita in (M ilt on, Keynes and Li verpool), 
Sweden (Malmo), Swit zerland (Basel and Zurich) 
and France (Pans) and in each place we did evan-
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gelism and ti·aining. Chinese people li ving in other 
European regions, like Scotl and and Norway also 
came and j oined 11s. We enjoyed in the spirit wit h 
them. We also visii ed some Chinese churches in 
the Netherlands. All thiese greatly enriched us and 
broadened our vision. 

Our team members had many diff erent gift s. 
Among the ten of us could speak seven diff erent 
languages and dialc:cts, such as Engli sh, Dutch, 
French, Mandarin, Cantonese, Swatow dialect and 
1磁a). In addition, t唧n members had gifts in ad
ministration, spirit ual leadership and organizing 
service. Even though I was the leader of the team, 
I foUitd the j oun1ey most relaxing. 
Gr ief 

Europe has a long hi story and civili zati on. 
Christianity has long exerted its infl uence over the 
continent but the situation has now been changed. 

1. Decli ne in Chr isti anity: the churches are 
empty己there are very fow Christians. 

2. Deterioration in moral values, with an up
surge of individuali sm, atheism and antagonism 
towards religi on. 

3. Sexual immorality, legalized homosexuality, 
drug addiction and trafficking are rife. We had al
ways thought that China Town in Amsterdam was 
a hot bed of drug trafficking but we were surprised 
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佃~idols..... "· to ii nd ~a t __ even 
crumbli頑in pictures que Swit zer-

land a large group of、-oung people 璃e
and in胆t drugs. We are rnr ry to learn that even 
the government handles this problem by providing 
them wit h S)'ringee and drugs in order to prevent 
the spread of AIDS and an incre3-,e in crime. 

4. A country whicit beli eves in God will be 
showered with blessings but those which leave God 
go into dec li ne. Europe's economy conti nues to 
weaken law and order are confused, the charisma 
of great empires fade. 

Needs 
1. Popula tion dispe1-sion 
There are about 500,QOO Chinese in Europe. 

Besides those settli ng in big cities, like Par is, Lon
如n and Amsterdam many others live in smaller 
citie.s and towns. In Paris alone, there are at least 
200,000 Chinese. 

2. Lan即age confusion 
The Chinese population come from many dif

ferent places, li ke Ch ina, Hong Kong, Vietnam, 
Taiwan and South Eas t Asia and bring many dif-
1'ercnt Chinese dialects wit h them like Cantonese, 
」磁a, Hokkien, Swatow, M血darin etc. Inter-racial 
marr iage and the need to communicate with the 
second generation with d淯crent ki nds of languages 
make the situation more compli cated and confess
i ng. 

3. Church planti ng 
Financ ial diffi culti es and a strict religi ous 

policy i n some countries li mit the ability of Chris
tian groups to buy property or to buil d their own 
churches, greatly比ndering the development of the 
ministry. 

4. Pas tors 
The population is widely dispersed so few peo

plc a ttend services. A Church often does not have 

硨icicnt fi nancial resources to support a pastor 
instead, Bib le classes and fellowsh ip groups are 
formed in order to survive. Th~ Chinese subcul
ture i.:丶-ery complicated, so they nee:i mature, ex-
perienr.ed pastors, yet diffi culty in obtai ni ng 
work ing vi sas also makes it harder to recru it 
pastors. 

5. Dir.ciples 
A!l the Chri stians in Europe an countri es 

lack nurture and discipli ng for a long period 
of ti me their spir itual lif e is often weak and 
they厄ve no interest in preach ing the Gos
pel. Pioblems of interpersonal relationsh ips, 

ignoranc,~ of the truth of salvati on and nom inal 
Christiaility abound. Some fail to disti nguish cults 
and secti;. For iltstance, a person who had beli eved 
in Christ for ten years, still accepted the Jehovah's 
Witnesse,.; to hold a Bible class in his home. 

Appeal 
Th~~ Churches cau respond in tak ing the fol

lowing action: 
1. Intercess ion 
Pray that the Lord will send more laborers to 

reap the harvest and to foed the sheep. 
2. Support 
Churches can organize and support short mis

sion teams to make regular visit s to support the 
work. 

3. Tra iniag 
In each place we visit函， we provided training 

by seminars as well as outreach practice. Through 
demonstration and supervisior:., beli evers could get 
ad沱per undt rstanding of home and shop visit and 
also street evangeli sm. It also helped them to make 
better use of evangeli sti c tools and media, so that 
they will be abl::: to lead more people to Christ in 
tuture. 

Equippi ng the disciples, strengthen ing thei r 
lif e, par ti cipati on i n evan geli sm and plan ti ng 
churches are mini stries urgently needed in Europe. 
May God raise up more Chinese churches to sup
port'fi nanc ially, pray and dedicate themselves to 
the extension of God's kingdom in Europe. 

(「'he au thor is the General Secre tary of the 
Hong Kong Christian Short Temz Mission Training 
Centre.) 

(1庫 article is reprinted with permission f rom 
the 征monthly bulletin of the above organiza tion.) 
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